
Plot
8 TIS Mim Wartley-Mona Hart-
ley?"

The girl who had picked up the
telephone transmitter gave a won-
dering affirmative to the question
over the wire, noting that it was a

woman's voice which had spoken-
a voice which held a suggestion of
hysteria.

"oMy name is Brton," continued
the voice, "'Mrs. Amos Burton. You

don't know me, but I have heard o you and your
frienisd, \fIss Davenport, and I-1 wish you could
Tin me' I am in trouble, desperate trouble !" The

bv~~rer in the speaker's voice was rising to a
shrill -scendo. "Don't say yout cannot. If yon
refuii mes. I don't know what I shall do!"

An gilIanced at her watch.
"If %-i will give me your address. Mrs. iur-

ton. Mfiu Davenport and I will see y-ou at once,"
she said brisk!v.

It as shnrtlv after eleien o'clock when the
hired ntor if the two eirls drew up before a
handsome residence, set well back in a yard, on

which wealth had lavished much attention.
frs. Burton needed no ,rgzing to plunge into

her story. Fv idently it was the uppermost subject
of her thourhts.

"I sent for yoll," she began, "because I need
the ser5ie-s of som-one upon whose discretion
and hst---v I can ah-sl-telv reyI%. If Non read
)he n,- sper., you must know ,omethine of my
marri-d life, and my husband. The papers printed

eoln-ns a-t is bth at the time of our we ling.
Mr. H-r-is is inch older than myself. althosugh we

Isth d tsito d to each other. But he is ft Lht-
fly i-abs, inre-asonably so at times. f-r I

wer, th i : niver visen him cause to dIulbt
is o .\snow-- it looks as though -iri-in-

staes hari m-n-ired aoainst me. and that r
I., bi ba l d in his eyes as a designing cr-a

ttim. unw-i of his love, through absolutels no
td lt toItfmy 'n

" On. plsse " s-I)ncorned NfoIna.
MI,- r -1hed "To nck a -'

tinme in mh if . i0' St :e v-u that bs-t it l

miar is wa--. \1her xI, te mw1 i t et-Ais o::is . a n arti- in5t ad enh'-e T d h v i, tha e i r mid- hI t h d t i: ed

froms him dI it ."Th \
.,- s-ry ill Th-n n " rIln n

he was - in a ct- I l - l t-. , I

co- l ,,mi i ar -1 st in: i i a-
course. !u.:d :. r i any 1 I f . hi

cvsnti ' 're hi h.sn hnd 1--ft, for it xassos
enoiuh to red IwTn' lin- of tle rasav-

osf hi, '' a dissipati'a I. I sent hin s-ni
nisono-\ riatc f- lish . - rps-ond then for-

" r t5-- s 'i id nt n 'i \-t,r1
lhe pas--d a's-sin, and continued more loxl.;

"s-terday oft-rnon I re-ce-ised a card from
a man styliv hin.t \h ih-l., attnrnes,
wxith a requ-,t f'- n int.rs iv on a vital ihjc

Loeitan % I- him dit,] he horrifid niii-
n'ith tT- annonn ,m-n tit at m, Itn tt rs--- fr<i
G-or-e .\l----wer---n of a w-,
paper. it-I a! t t. ile I---'
rasbe ene-h mts u -,- k Wfs--r
I tho- ht he a ran-m. b, t u'- -
I searohed tnt d--I t) ' it hoha. iA-1.
spoken the t'ith, fIir ;' I i Ilil-,r.s had h..-Ts
stolen.

Mfona', 'i contras 1 -rimsv.
"I S~ '" , 'id r -s \r-I what l l

name of i iln "I- w..ap r isn -

"Thse hs-~er -su:--- y-s io nsw it It
has acei a r - r - i In-
lishir ili nis t rt ls.i i .: :
paper- in t1 ', - stion * r,- I . i t a

per--n initim-at- ly ii- -in td in . r - - ild
bate k-on is : ts sm- I- s1, - -. s i for
ront1 ihat The Ta-F h - - - .. i-x

it i :n 5' i oy som. ,, i: - - -I the
bes hon thep cit% 'i th,-r, -a it c ly
rumors mal ,+ ii,-ss mss sn-ational
thaa t' has r-!i-shd. -hs wsr- up-

pre 2d 't at the laist momrn it. \\hen re-
seited ' proposition of the lawtyr. Rsinkle. I
could uTnl-rstand hmv th- had been dosne. and
that I was not the only i- tim which The Tattler
had catight in its tsils. Ie told ime,- that he had
happened to drop into the editorial o"Ites. of th-
newsrapr qui - by a 1Tit, and whi there had

se n the proof, of IT -- arti-- I , m,. which
w-- to li- te b-en i I h-I itn rthis u -'- i

Ei w\on- th.- in- whiJ h - h a blistmn
wrudd be t-t te. h- a Ar lip-l pO th--diitsr

to. i uI sip the : , - 1 it. until .-
e sl-,esime- s si'nin--tlat it wx, iu s It --
sidtralbl- i"', thi p -r - Idatim tt , 1 top
the pbintion ssf -s's -oe'lonal ,t-r. ai
t-iit if I were vil e- to m-la e i this los.. le
thou-ht it possible to, s t -.: ti- lettir- for
me. Ie told me tint it rnizht he sirra-ned for ixe
tiousand dollars,. and Il i- to :s:! ton:orrow for
the tnns- v."

"And you Iad plan-el to ive it to him?"
aked aiarv

"I cain't I has. n't z-at it! And there is no
war- I s-an ra ne it wvithsout cairrying the wshole
wretcheisd -sor to imyt hsband."isi

"You say the letters wt-re- stolen from v'otor
private desk'?" a-ski-d Misnna, llt htfullx. 'That
fasst, at lanst -l--mldl Zixe us a last it--sn which
to wotrk. WVho, hs--ides youirself. hal ac-,to the
desk- -antdt-s wh-nexw the letters wtrt- thetres?"

"No sine I" saltd Mirs rsrtoni It- iiptly.
"* ti that is impo~'ssible,". rt-ms s-tra-tesd the

girl. "The thie-f muist hate kinoun. Antd we mitst
find the thief if wet are to help yost! Have youit a
maid?

"Of cour'-e-hbit \jtmi is q-5ite absose sits-
picion. I ass-sr- yost. [ uxssll sotush fsor her
devotion"

"Can we talk ts hetr?" at-h- Mona.
A fetw mtinuit,'.sitrc Msons- tluing a half doren

seachi quseris t-s the demniurt imid, who mest
them al withouist sos mtuch a, thanige ssf coloir. In
the end. Monsa itas fore'd tss sbindison the ainatsesr
inqisition, and- s-i iin a siinalm tos 'lary .arsst
re lstan1t ly a- \51-, s'tstn - '-.tii-ed-s the -tiSa5
Iims afir-sd vo5 ar' irlht about Mitti."' sai

Monra. a-s-sh- -ts-ssd, .srseosing the roomin sincr-
tainh. he115 i, eit her- slu~ssitelv- ltovaI and honest.
or sne oft the ttst 5snstimmate acresse~s I hate
mlet "-

\-. they pamede thtrossih the hall, Mosna caught
a glin,--s 4 of \ss ts. f e tshisng the~m wonder-
ines Ins lth- hmtsr sHl \Isena sstte.red a suidden
emel.i'51a ilen .u-d et.trtsed ba.--k to th- sit'r.

-I hoe is I-satsts mi pur-." ',he, said husr-
vrdh "I canss .1 Ist. Mir. It-ri- i thankl."
A.t the doI'" -f the' is oi r s. \fssna he,-siatd

* moen-et. aI ~t i'i*,tep-sd --s.] ti4 oits the
VUSeo M4Iue wea seng frome he telephonIes-

Md.na Ilahed a qusieb giant'.' and saw thaft
-h g.. w m eestehing seneemief.rtably.,

chi. ere sf )Js ..ess ng?" she sakes
abrtI 6tD.

oefa
by George Bronso,

Mini tossed her head.
"And what does that matter to vou?"
olona cmnpre-ed her lips. and picked up her

purse. "Nothing-perhapse";esaid, and walked
down the stairs thoightfilly. In the lower hall,she faced Mrs. Horton decidedlY.

"That maid of yours knows more about this
affair than shie has toll

is,
she said. "With your

permission. I wouldh like .to question her tgain."
"I am certain you are mistaken," said Mrs.

Burton dubiously. "bit if you are to help me, I
suppose you must base your own way.

Again Mimi was summoned, and again sbe
faced Mona'_ swiftly varied questions-this time
meeting tier interrogator with more assurance.
as though realizing that she had her mistress'
confidence to support her. In the end, Nfona was
obliged. as before to own herself defeated. With
a shrug she watched ti girl leave the room. A
moment afterward the irls left the house.

Mona instructed the driver to stop at a drug
store. and a few minuttes later she returned to
the machine with a packet of peculiar black

"I HAVE CAUGHT YOU

poiwder, which ship exhibited triumphantly. Then
thley retu.rnild to, the Burton house.

M\r. PBur tin met them with a gance In which
hope and beni iderment mingled. 'Save you found
anythin,-' she asked.

"I hope, to--hortly," said Mona. "Have you
pn old enlope with yoir address?" she asked.

uartrin ih envelope to the light, she
Mrsted it with a portion of the black powder

he had purchaed. Mary giae a little cry asOe
mpressions of for fingers and a thumb showed
vaguely on the white paper.

"i oenger print,." exlaimed Mona. "Now if
you will kind)l'y cail Mimii again. Mr.,. Burton. I
think I can promise you somne definite progress."Mimi's o a ze openlyoespressed deance as she
answered the ring."I am orr;. to troble tou," said Mona,
adening a wiore conriliatoryone than she had
-d before. " Inr-ed. am qite sure that I hae

iproned ou in my fuspiciond. and I hav call
aguil order to tell oa before Mrs. Burtn that

I am fery norry if I bae doneayoud an injustice.
Shy ilelefkirnari id inaging so. dropped her
tiker vanity bomise h f l to the ror, almo.t
at Mimi's feet. With a smile, the maid stooped
and recovered it.

"Thank you,"rmildt Mlona. holding the box
varefrll.yby it -dge. "i l, just a moment, please,"
she called aiMimi made i movement as tholi
to leae fa the maid painsed uncertainly, Mona
carried the anity box to the window,and dlsted
more of the back powder er its polished ur-
face. Against the silver haMoround appeared the
imprit of the ia id's finier, and thumb.

"Will aou -ease giwmu e that envelope of
Mrs.e rtons Mona anued Mary. The other
caered pronity. and Mona straightened with a
ere of ebpa ktfto.d

"I hia-e vauj bt \on r-handed. Mimi !" she
fai rip "ansyothhave e not heard of the
no-r~~lful isdnf hunan finger prints? It
impient-taufhshi that thereitr no mre in-
fallible w'ne tsn the ti-etale marls of the
thwr,own hand. This ennelope" hoili ot
th..t x 'ihlr. Brtonhaid given hear dofre:d
a 1ciliar set of finger prints. And now. prorlue-in the vanity box. "I have another fet of tinner
prints, which coincide exactly. As the envelopoewas recovered from Mrs. Burton's de'.k, there is
only one course I can take. I mudt telephone
for the police, and give you into custody on the
charge of piurloining documents of your em-
ployer. Mfay T use your 'phone Mrs. Riurton?"

The mistress stared as th-rh dazed by theuodden de'elopment. For a, moment Mimi stooid,
surveying lher qiustiioner with! wide-eyed amaze-
nment. Then with a gasp shi" sprang forward anidcinn'ht Mona's a rm.

'"o-no, nit the police'" she wailed. "Any-
thing but the police! I conf,'ss! I Wvill tell you
eu erything-but tiot the police!

Mona's ingenious rusc had worked perfectlv.
The girl swiftlys veiled tier sati'factiion and pre-
tinded to osidurthema,id's request.

"T don't knows that you enn he'lp us--that we
need youtr evide'nice." -ie saitd dubiously.

"Oh., but y-ou do tiit know-you d'o not know
all that. I cn nth you," pleaded Mimi swiftly.
"I can take you to the man who paid me the
money for the letters, who-.--"

"Y'ou wretch !" cried Mirs. Buirton. who now
saw the other's duplicity. Mitml's tears reduble'd.

"'His natie is Riunkl'-, and he toht tme that he
wouihl pay mei, wiellI for any in formatiion could
gise' him for his newspuaper. Btut even he is not
the muan you watut. lIIe is only an agent. The
real matn is'"

"Who'?" sntapped'i Mona.
MIiii smt Iie icriaft Ily. "You promise me that

I shall lbe pro'tectedi that I shall not suffer?"
''If yiou tell ni- the truthi and keep falih with

me,'" econceded, NMot Lrudliigi
"Very wellI. lien It in it promist'. The mat,

tol Want. 'iwhostiempluyed liin kite, i. Retginaelid
Mrs. Hiarton gasu, a cry of incrediuity
"ltmposaihte! Why, I know Mr. WentworthweI HeU.Is shove any much iami There would

gaim amoue). for ha ia rk-h im hi. utn tight
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popular and a caller in all the best homes of
town."

Mona smiled cryptically.
"Doesn't your description tally exactl'y with

the idea you gave me of the mysterious informant
of 'Te Tattler in Society? All but the financial
standing of Mr. Wentworth--and perhaps his in-
come may he largely bluff!"

Mrs. Rorton frowned dihlously. "Of cour-e,
you may be right," she conceded. "After the
revelation of Mimi's treachery, I coold beliexe
anything!" She turned on the maid angrily. "If
It were not for Miss Davenport's prhnisi' of pro-
tection I would he tempted to turn you over to
the police, myself!"

"You forget that you would have to tell them
aboit-the letters !" retorted NMimi, iullenly.

Nrs. Ruiirton stiffened. "Oh, what shall r do?"
-he moaned again, as the realization of her situl-
ation broke upon her. "Even If Mind has told You

whit she did with my correspondenee. how ioe
it help u,' how are we to get back the letters?
And, remember, umless they can be returned to

RED-HANDED, MIMI I"

me,, intact, without their contents becoming
known, I am rujined--ruined."

Mona patted her encouragingly on the sh-i.
der. "Mfimi I, going to redeem horselIf hN h' % nii;
me,, to make the acquaintance of Nieser-. iek-
and Wentworth-and uinlpe. am more miat dn
thian I ever was before. think I can premio soil

a gratifying report in the very' near fuiture' To
befn with, now that M imi is wit of %oujr -,r% ice.

,lhe is going to enter mine- for the view, t.inz"
She scrihhled a card, a-I _,ase it to th, ht-itatin'z
mt. iI.E "I am trustingi. Yrm alolntely%* .- N% wl
rn port to me this aifternoon. If you ,, muo-h a,
try% to warn either Viinkle or WTentworth oif what
ha, happeneod, I ,hall ffive You to th- flicel~ -no
matter whiat the resulte mar he to NIs :B.ur:ton!"

For a moment -lhe anvd \Mimi star-I into each
othier's eyes- Mona enbilyl determnined, and Mimi
flulCtuating betweenI .1 sulleni :-iance and fear.
In the end Miona's superior will won, andi Nfimi
moved to the door.

"You will hear from me in the afternoon."
she said.

"And now. Nli-rl Dorton." cried Mfona, a, the
door closzed be~hmdl ih, other. ". oui nii, do exac-tlyv
as, I tell you, if you nxecie to be of ainy as-
sistance toD you. In h, first place you nm-i 'plead
with the man "*Nniki,. forT mo-re time T,11 him
anything you p- That you, huzo to b~orrow the
mioney or piawn your jelsI -any'thiniz to esain
time until I have a chanoe to act. Do you un-
derstand?"

"Prety"agreed Mrs. Blurton.
Mona ey-nt the, reniu;dder of the day in a

s:ilent, s'itvilativ 1,Tmiy. froim whIich Mar.\ did not
arous~e her e-en whNI7 Vimi pill in anaparn.
fithful to hier appdamntn, It was tnot unUthe
two, girls weore preiparing to retire for the, n6iht

tha tMona unh1omd her-elf, and befoire
had spokenl do/n wtoirds. Maryv realized thatt h!,r
friend' Ivti(-k wit was hel-inninz to see a solutiont
of their problem.

"Dick Carlton is dininz with us tomorrow,
isn't he?" she asked.

"You mean we are dining
with him." corrected 'Mar.

"[ admit the arror,"
smiled Mona. -Well, Pick is

toene orsevcefr h

timebein.Yo areto h

mycofidenial scretay an

as I ehavmyslf. o yo

"Anda, wtout thirs toteshetnn
ll nonr mtined-rined."o
tonal paored htery incorgigyThei'41

tler.mimi tha gointo rlter.hrslf~
Hlpt me thoe aqnaeof e-r-l

mynd fW hoseorth-ae ames I o mr ms e

th You ve wat aefae that anpoi' 0
asoundfsi gikeortey and r erft ie I

flectihed "ait car too com-i o l I'ittr

rmIor. to me Jtnes How ab-outfvu tlu

h Shppended. M lir. Dougla totsu-ic -n
haer whate the reigh-tsa hetond ~ B:"o
ha or a gentl god tim ts CARTON eA

othe tra rnsoet rvd the wherr-
w"hY!ow. vif hear ygfrnmeind tiek afcom."

up t d tpecifcatios itink wes ana.nsie the
least cltisedahtoil il- l uer iils''J eru ~

asic ana telheI.i II l file toad cofiny ae-
pltedc ntrito the I Isirift placeyun- nlead

ai helih all. nhn M..fn sltee the par he wan
t la -htg~llll that Irear tls to huahand and

morltev thrn alghl1 in ewt e -I- he-i arted~5i

aheroe hwithOVJ' aci,j 11artilly the lattl~ller
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tion by Hugh C. IN
with Mary as her uscretary and Mimi as her maid,
made a somewhat spectacular appearance at th
Roanoake,one of the select hotels of the cit%. and
was assigned to a suite, which only the most
generous bank roll could have stood. The follow-
ing day Mrs. Burton, who had been notified of the
girl's assumed character, invited her to a tea, at
which she was presented to a group of the city's
socially and financially elect. Mona kept a sharp
eye open for Reginald Wentwort-h, but that gentle-
man did not make an appearance.

The next morning found seleral invitation,
to various affairs in her mail, and at a theater
party that evening she met for the first time tih
object of her plottings. Wentworth was a tall.
well set up fellow in his early thirties. wilh
certain grace of manner toward the fair sex.
which had obiouslv won him many friends aoinoin
women. ie e-tablished himself at Mona's sid-.
and the girl purposely made herself agreable to
him in a frank, open manner, which kept Went-
worth with her for the better part of two act'.

On the following afterno-n. Dick Carlion,
registering as Raymond Daniels. of Seattle.
sauntered into the Roanoake, and that evening ie
escorted Mona to another theater party, where
he was duly presented to Mlrs. Burton and her
friends. inmiuding Wentworth. who showed unn
too great a r#Insh when the stranv.er calmly ap-
pr'priated thIn- rich youtui Nirs. Douglas for the
huIk if the *seninc. It was a part mfiMona's plan
to Liw4m the impression that -It- andi ( arlton w-r#-
on tiimi, of intimate flirtation. and she sucd-.-i
alinirabl'v.

Larly in the fIllowr ine w--k Ihe -n- b!r
her preparatis far enoug'h :hanet-Io p.---,!
safely w\ith the next step in hr pricrarn Sh.
calle'd NMimi into their sitting:-roo!m ;,, i

structed tihe maid to mak'- an appurntment with
the man. f;itnkle, for the park that aft-tn,n
at two -!--ok.

"IlId him there until Mi!, Hartle% arrim--
with Mr. ( ailton." directed Mlna hini, an *%
-xeu n -ssary. T,-ll him that v%-i s" a wri:
b which xmu can nake capital out of ni.% .posed id r-tins an.thimg to keep hi oc-
copied urt d Mis. Hartley is re-ady."

PromptlyI at .-o'clck. limi strolle'd to one
of the park biencher. Ierlooking the main drive-
way with 1:rnkhm

"You sa that thi Mrs. Do-gTlas is young.
and pr,- i' ir........oi

"Ther is io doibt tht- limi brok- ),'T
her seintence. A cu.plc w\.-re Trinm don. the
path, engaL-d in an angry diaj-L .,. It wasi 'd:,!
and f arltin. \s they reach-d ih,- . in uhwh
Mimi anil her -omam-in u,- -Iinz :,
udlenr.br, k away friom (a:din in n:-rrent
of w--pinz de.nunciation.

"You are tired of ire Yo are th'-m .n 7m
over for her! I know what is in 1oorheart 'I ,,

shall rezret it soon --ver% somn :" \\imh tha she
tried to make a scornful t'ss mif her p. i b
and 'aiz-rtd mri- tIo 71 eiipt% bnih

'Perhaps it is retter to hare it o"r ai-
ir -alldt after hNr.!fifi hi- nt n.th a t!
''At any- rate. yiu know the triuh non :' \ -.

out a backwar-d lance, he i-o!led haik I-i
the path. lear inc the weeping cirl al-ne on h,
bench. For a m-nient Mary sonhed i-n' a b'-n
and then lifted her head-to discover that The
was alone. and that Carlton had disappeareth S-he
rose to her feet. glanced wiYiv aboiut h-
hesitatingly walked to the lak.Apprentil he
was about to throw herself into if,- u n-
rinkle. with a muttered oath. sprano aer-n andi
grasped her arm.

"'None of that. young womnin'" h,-enmi
a, Mary vlared at him. "If he has throni in
oner. there are far better ways of r,- nnz-
that 2"

Mary stared at him. a thog:I nt

prehending. while Mimi hovered disn- o

hackground. At that moment the honk iin oi-
tomobile horn soiinded from the r-i'oai. mi
the voice of Rezinall WVentworth cal-d riss
to Runkle.

"If you Nill wait here a momriern tI- tat
ter said to Mary. "I shoild like to italk to you.
And I think a little interview might be if pronit
to both of i, !"

Mary chineI qilV :It WenItworth, who was
watchine the --ne mr"il\ frenn the r-. andI
dropped back in her hench. indicai-i that shI
would wait. The opportniie arrival - f Wm-ntworth
was a real piece of li,

When Runkle returnndi after a 'ne i 1 with
Wentworth. he broui that wr i K with
him and their finrally , r--nd-d Va-\ +o tll then
th- di-ails of Mr- It las' It r ti Marv
and intireity to h1-I.-h hnTi h n, wth
Mary's cin.ent. th- (Ir-d ti' i: e \lr- Dorrzlaq
pay for if throughr'm-nlium of4 The rattler.

Wentnorth im-' Irove Mar\ home. and ie
r-med to enjoy the ride with hii charming com-
amion.

When Wentworth finally in-tru-ed the chauf-
fcur to stop, at a point near the Roanoake, he

FACING HIM WITH A DRAWN REVOLVER.

lingered in him. ui'nlt-ee. and forced her to con-
gent to, diine ii Ith huni thniii t esenitng.

She. drew a longmi. breath as the car finally
romtl-Iisiway,'entworthi 'Lnas ingt her fromn the
reagr seat.- She felt t hat s.he hail conquered With
aimrkI ig eye"a ahe, hiurrid to t heir apartnwntt it
thme Roaumnke. and *-re-tedly- pouaredt out the de-
taila of the afternoo~n to the ipatienatly ssaitingMonma.

Three w.Ik pam enm three. weets of vary-ing
"". idl-it. M'.. a thiitat min iths arltona, orm.uun ila,m...a thea. .... frar... L.... ham-w-.

feWr
bezinning to attract more than caanal attention.
and more than once Mona caught the calculatme
,-e of Wentworth atireying them at the sari'ou.
affairs, where they chanced to meet. In the mean-

time, Mary's acquaintanceship with Reginald
Wentworth was fast approaching a degree of in-

timacx . It was apparent to the girl that the man

was genuinely attracted to her, and the top, J
Mrs. Douglas, and the supposed youyng wife.. in-

li-cretions was discussed between them with a
direct candor and -peculation. But tbere %,a, a

%ague. indefinable element of distrust. exen ye-
in Wentworth's rnanner, which the girl was a' a

l,,,s to understand until one exening when the two
motored out to a re-taiirant on the outskirts of
the city for a H1ohemian dinner.

During the rjd. %Ventworth carelessly to-d
with his walb-t, which he had drawn from hi.
pck-t to r.,f'-r to a memorandum it contain-;.
'uddenly h, look-d up at her, and tapping the
wallet significant1\. said "Do you know that its
cont-nt.s are ahn,-tiricele-s to mxself-and a
certain very wrr t h !:av of societ x?

Mary sihook her h'ad with a quizzical smile
"I dare say that the lady in question wo. 'd

rid em the half d,)/ on h-tier, in thi- wallet t- a
thousand apiece-ard h,- grateful for the chan-e

The suibl it dropped-. and it was rot ;n'il
Wentworth reeiNed a -d-idd-n ilephone call 1di :,.

the course of the din -r. anid - -rui-ed hiis' ii-
tl, colnr-ationl r- .rd tI the girl. Th.--
his late wa- Th- wall-t. %%here in h>- h .

hadl forgtIrn i? ' fr a iirnent -he he, -.

ar. then her iand T-e- -d -ut I, t

Ti.,priate it. Th,- ;n-tinct that whi-ier d i.

-"fi xxarning he oil rot haic expla ne-- t
drwhT,- k h r -dh. l-a.ing lhe u

di-rbe~d.Was it .,it p--ile thatW- , t
had laid a l.b-vr - t r tI te-t h- It ,a, in-

e-meiiiable that a man. acenstomed to li -r h.
hi;sit-. w- Id f- :irels enoih to lea', a -i

th-. and dollar w )aon of lackmail eon-: -

sivl% on a re-tauran' iiable' A moment e-

W.entwoyrth -alntr-d baci. and his glanr told
iary that her upiion- had been juistiled

With a low laugh he picked up the wallet.
an-1 trning it inside oui. ?,ung it bark. It wax
emptx

"Plea-e ace-pt ny apologies for do t-rz
you" lie -ald in a low tone. "Bt I coI inr aord
to takie a ehan-e--and if we are to plai the game
to:,-ther. I m'--'t be absolutelv certain that we are
goin: to do i, or the -oniare'"

\.n I:h w -r ,he had been to a

' . lt nm-t hb- rtrnd
-d' -. - "t a n -chth.I- in

at-- ' x i- -i .- id ui She s aw

new they - -e '"etsam. night fo
the- A

i - -ly n er oh- - M- ar alled -n

-----in- m. - 'x. W'-hn- h"T---t her an
'ir i"par.- imu ~- i-
\fr- D .zlas an(,. '..ate i..,

'to b- togther in the 'o--nei,

3,:- rt at the Ran-ak'
\nd I have a plar whflich I thmilirs wih g i

I! whaT %%e hate been scheminc f-.". endd \la-v
enithi: a-tically. FAr sexeral moment- -h., .-p-ke
-wifrl% and nenuoulyv. and at the end Wenti-woh
caiihit hr hand enhiu-iastiallx

"Splendid" he cried. "IT he ready when v-i
a-e'" The lie wia, ,-t

It xa ist ie ire eleven o'clock tha' ui:z't
ul en 'he enit-h ii - -e- apartment of Mart a 1

Vono - in-ed 'hl ia, al if Wentw orth ir - e

v I ar' asvi i-n- tI -ome up at on- ,.

w, aone. Mo-a 'ad lef' for a 'heater
- , 1 r 7 -,,-e n o"lck dir-

V\arx t.-: - i-hing tichew- r

t they iha plann-d in their .:' dra-
-eed \\'u i-h a'~ie door. and w:.' a

"w. -e," nd '"r'd nim throug] the 'i\:-
-otmo 'n - ri, heom

T-T _-'u.rtT1-nd arou:nd 1-'m eri :'
and ', ' ' ilecd a- h , c'ed a camera. a,

4:! -,s a -,ad\ :n pr-ition, at. I
train-d '- -he li-n-o-m

" it wte !i-1 W ' I to wA, 4t nrtp I,4
ri T)ir - ar -;itd , th ir tot--a-tee su: -

and hn Zt "'- p d: The -nm-a wil' d---
rest 1.i\!1,:n -t

,h I x:,Ir. it - n 'he I-t1 u~llui ll the t tothL

hi, a n 'h.
neh t :'a ;nT
rst ' -ir -, d hr

N a i'l , \ . - " -,r" I -. r

\Vent,, - 'i' :I i - T, A~*e

ina n -
a table Carb1 .ii \h t-I

cated. and e-1d Ii b e-r to hrr. a- ,e
inspected the arti''- b , I men

Wentworth -oftx -trurck a ma--h and dsrt eu

it into th- powde r. as )far.\ 4rnz -I .
draperies. screenin: ti. - --

room. The brirn -1 e .- -Z

with acry of fr-t .C -n\l.-......i. .....
stepped int-> ri-i. oT-e " ni! -~ -

(tarlt-n wxas 'aiiing him xn Ih a di'au-
tolv'er.

"Hanels i,' -rat--el 'he voir' aeto'-
Wentwo-rth wh ir-i'-d i It ro -e ,aa

nnmd rewher,-' in . nis -if \-, Ire r
laughed at the se.-l of1

"Youi decil :" he. e-, . h'--

game's upI. We' e got 3 d xni-m-ar- to
hold yotu We knoxw t y r o--tion wxx TheI
Tattler. andt your itwn i-n-'-t Ti --r t- i--

that wxe ba ie- ii-er-:og ,/ - ,, - I-rnil-
ing niethods to- --id xe-i rt- pr-iin fir ni-'.x-r a
than you xxulI probably -a--- ti reekI--!

"WVhat d--o w i xant? lwrdu:tat
"First- -hs 1ter ft-rd mttx' th

next your ptri-K- tit put The. Tatt1- -u of buI
ness anid tnl-nis- oiurself fnin thlii Inits

tWich-manus, iof course. immti ---r' fromn th e

"Nit qit.-" It wxa- Mhar- wxh- -ke '-
are fo'rg.tting the e-hsn.ee' -f the --:i- and-
nmone- xiii hai.e mail, us -p'endi ti nt xii xi -
wxe wxatt-i yu i I think the~tIa tiit xx -

about u-over it. You i-an g'- iis a lhi,-k t' I-

we can take it for gr-antedi thajt x--x -in't -, p
payment

Mona sateppedt to' the tel-ephone arid ,a- -1-d I
taxi-cah. The- patt tthen xx -tt to Th.- rT'i
office and re--oxer,-d then letters and r. -e -i--i
check.-

Ten mintes lat' t-ona wa '. - ing 'Is.
ltirtonx prixate telephoi. n. a', I..-. eI :nr
drug shtore.

'e basle tour lett.-r" .- .el criaph.
Shall u-e mail them-or tb tog i b, mi

"Get a taxieah"' cra-h \h-. I'itt.' ind
Mo. laughedi hajl~ l . i diu piono eu

TMa-. a'i


